Conference “God works from 9 to 5 too”

Being a Christian in the workplace

Saturday March 14th 2009 in Houten (Utrecht), the Netherlands

This conference is in Dutch, but translation into French, German and English is provided. You have to register to make use of translation services.

To be a Christian in the workplace, what does that mean? And how can you put this into practice? There is a growing number of Christians that struggle with questions like these.

Workplace important for Christians

After three regional information meetings in 2008, there will be a big (inter)national conference on the 14th of March on the topic: ‘God works from 9 to 5 too’. This is an initiative of four different organisations: Alpha op de Werkplek, Bedrijfsgebed, CBMC and Geloven op Maandag. The conference provides delegates with practical advice and encouragement. There is time to meet one another and to worship God. 

The workplace is a very important area for Christians. They spend a lot of time, and they can be witnesses of Jesus Christ. Our society is changing rapidly. Companies and organizations change likewise, but not always in a responsible way. How can you – as a Christian – make a difference in such issues? Does it make sense to pray for your company, and if so: how? And if you want to share your faith with others: which methods are effective and which are not? There is enough to think and talk about!

Interesting conference

The program contains many different seminars on the topic of being a Christian at work. Each one offers the possibility of dealing with personal questions and issues. There are opportunities to meet each other and to connect with organizations that are relevant in this area. There will also be international guests. We will offer them translation into French, German and English. We will also pray together, because it is evident that we need God’s help. So this will be a unique conference that can’t be missed!

Interesting workshops

Participants can choose two of the following seminars in two rounds. For French, German and English speakers there is an organized meeting during the second round of seminars. 

First round

1. Church and work – reverend Ron van der Spoel (Passie voor Preken)

Why do churches often have only little focus on Christians in the working place? What can churches do to change this? This seminar is especially recommended for leaders (like pastors) in the church, but is open for all participants.

Ron van der Spoel is businessman, trainer and since 2006 pastor of Kruispunt, a church in the area of Vathorst in Amersfoort. In 2002 he started the movement ‘Passie voor preken’ (Passion for Preaching). One of his sayings is: “If a pastor has finished his sermon, he is halfway through: then he can start with the preaching.” And another one: “If you think the message of the gospel is important, you have to think commercial”

2. God revealed in the working place – Shaila Visser (Alpha in the Workplace International)

What happens to Christians in the workplace from a worldwide perspective? What are new trends and developments? And what can we learn from this for our situation in the Netherlands? This workshop will be translated into Dutch.

Shaila Visser lives, with her husband, in Vancouver, Canada. She already has a passion for ‘being a Christian at work’ for a long time. She used to be the director of ‘Women in Leadership’ and now is director of ‘Alpha in the Workplace International’. Shaila will be present at the conference in Houten, because there will also be a conference for all national coordinators of Alpha in the workplace.

3. 
Career with God – Wouter Droppers (CBMC)

The course ‘Career with God’ contains 11, 22 or 33 meetings, depending on the chosen concept. It is all about the basic principles of being a Christian in working life, following the book ‘God at work’ by Ken Costa (www.godatwork.org.uk), and additional course material. It is suitable for starters and Christians who are active in working life for a longer period. The course contains personal development and involves personal choices at the end of each session. It is also very suitable as a sequel for Business Alpha or Alpha in the Workplace.

Wouter Droppers has worked in the automotive section for 22 years. Since April 2007 he is the director of CBMC – the Netherlands. He wants to bring people into contact with the person of Jesus Christ and the relevance of His existence in daily life.

4. Balance between work and private life - Eugène Poppe (Leadership Dynamics)

Much is going on nowadays. We are often challenged to do things. And (almost) everything is fun! If you are a person who wants to do everything well, things might become too much and it becomes hard to choose. This causes a lot of stress, which makes it even more complicated. In this seminar we want to look at the way in which Christians can learn to set the right priorities and stick to them.

Eugene Poppe is trainer and coach and involved in leadership development and coaching of potential leaders within churches, Christian organizations and companies. Eugene and his wife have worked for Agape for over 30 years. More at the Dutch website www.leadershipdynamics.nl.

5. What direction should you go? – Eddy de Pender (Geloven op Maandag – Believing on Monday)

There are many things that influence a person in his work. The boss wants something, colleagues want something and the organization wants something. But what do you want? As a Christian you might sometimes struggle with the question what direction to choose. Should you be serving and loyal our follow your own path?

Eddy de Pender is an independent coach and mediator (Dutch website www.depender.org). He coaches employers and employees in their search for solutions in difficult situations (look at the Dutch website www.gelovenopmaandag.nl for more information).

6. Prayer in the working place – Maarten Pijnacker Hordijk (Bedrijfsgebed - Company Prayer NL)

Those that pray for their company are a great blessing for their surroundings. People involved experience praying as an inspiration and encouragement. In over 160 Dutch multinationals and small companies, city councils and ministries there are prayer meetings in the Netherlands, and the amount is still growing. How do you start such a prayer meeting in your company, and how do you keep on going?

Maarten Pijnacker Hordijk got involved with company prayer in 1986. He publishes regularly on the topic of being a Christian in the workplace. On the Dutch website www.bedrijfsgebed.nl he collects all information on being a Christian at work in general, and praying at work in specific.

7. Alpha in the working place – Thiemo de Lange (Alpha op de Werkplek)

The Alpha Course is a well-known concept in the Netherlands. At hundreds of different places there are Alpha courses for people to get to know the Christian faith. This includes workplaces too. Is it possible and are you allowed to start an Alpha course in the working place? How do you do this? And does it work?

Thiemo de Lange is co-founder of press office Novum, and works in the media and communications world. He came to faith after following an Alpha course and now is heading up Alpha in the workplace in the Netherlands.

Second round:

8. Business Alpha – Wouter Droppers (CBMC)

Business people also use the Alpha Course and invite their relations for it. Directors, managers and leaders find their way to the courses that are more and more specifically shaped for them. This seminar offers a lot of space for sharing different experiences by businessmen who have gone through the course themselves. More at the Dutch website www.cbmc.nl. 

9. Church and work - Pastor Ron van der Spoel (= Workshop 1)

10. Balance between work and private life - Eugène Poppe (= Workshop 4)

11. What direction should you go? -  Eddy de Pender (= Workshop 5)

12. Prayer in the working place -  Maarten Pijnacker Hordijk (= Workshop 6)

13. Alpha in the working place – Thiemo de Lange (= Workshop 7)

14. Meeting French speakers
15. Meeting German speakers
16. Meeting English speakers
Specific information - Practical

Program

09.00
Registration 
09.30
Opening 

10.00
’God works from 9 to 5 too‘ Pastor Ron van der Spoel 

10.45
Pause

11.15
Workshop round 1 

12.15
Lunch 

13.10
Worship

13.15
Central program

14.00
Workshop round 2

15.00
Pause

15.30
Ending program

16.00
Meeting each other and Drinks 

17.00
End 

Costs

€ 35,00 per person, registration before March 1st

€ 40,00 per person, registration after March 1st
Register at www.alphaopdewerkplek.nl only or directly http://www.alphaconnect.nl/cursusgeven/instructiedagen/aanmelden/index.asp?conferentie=77 .

If you need translation into English,

ask for it at step 5 of the registration procedure.

Info in the attachments or mail to info@bedrijfsgebed.nl .
Telephone 0031 33-4634286

(Alpha-course Netherlands)

Address: 

Church De Lichtboog

Kruisboog 22

3994 AE Houten (Utrecht)

The Netherlands

reachable by train.

Route and small map see http://www.go2www.nl/ngk/index.php?id=211 

Some suggestions for an overnight stay:

In a hotel see e.g. http://www.booking.com/searchresults.html?aid=300591&sid=b13a1238afe1c3929ba77d4cb9dbab14&checkin_monthday=13&checkin_year_month=2009-3&checkout_monthday=15&checkout_year_month=2009-3&city=-2154382&class_interval=1&offset=0&order=price_for_two&radius=10&si=ai%2Cco%2Cci%2Cre&ss=Utrecht&ss_all=0&ssne=Utrecht&lang=en&selected_currency=EUR.
A suggestion for a low budget stay e.g. in Amsterdam http://www.reservations.bookhostels.com/edufield.nl/findabed.php?ChosenCountry=Netherlands&ChosenCity=Amsterdam&DateStart=2009-03-13&NumNights=2&Currency=EUR&Language=English&PropType=&source=ESP =
